THE 3RD GLOBAL METHODIST MISSION CONFERENCE OF THE DEAF

Nairobi, Kenya
    5th to 9th August, 2013

Introduction:
The 3rd Global Methodist Mission Conference of the Deaf (GMMCD) will be held from 5th to 9th August, 2013 at the Methodist Guest House and Conference Centre in Nairobi, Kenya. Its theme is, “The right time is now, change and believe the good news” Mark 1:15. This Conference follows two others held before it, the first one in Baltimore, Maryland, USA in July 2005 and the Second one in Seoul, Korea in August 2009. The Nairobi Conference will bring together about 300 Deaf people from the Wesleyan family of churches including United Methodist, Methodist, and Wesleyan. 

The Conference welcomes Christians from other denominations who share in the work of Deaf ministry and mission from around the world. It will provide a forum to worship, share, celebrate and promote ministries and missions that are of, by, for and with those who are deaf, late-deafened, hard of hearing and or deaf-blind. For the Conference, young deaf people are especially encouraged to attend so they can catch a vision of the global deaf world. There will be a lot the participants can learn from each other during the Conference.  Each participating country group will have the opportunity to share and report on their mission activities that they have been involved in. For more information do log in the Conference website: www.gmmcd.or.ke.
Paper presentation
Those who would like to make paper presentations are invited to send abstracts for their presentation on or before December 31st 2012. Abstracts should be not more than 200 words. Each presentation should take a maximum of 20 minutes. The Conference will be made sign language accessible in that the hall arrangements will allow participants to see the international interpreters as well as those they will have brought from their own countries. The Conference will be organized in such a way that the venue for all activities is close enough to provide interactive activities outside the conference halls. 
Pre-conference activities
Visiting groups and individuals may with arrangements come a week earlier before the conference to participate in short-term mission work in various institutions of the Deaf in Nairobi and in the Kenyan countryside. This will be followed by a visit to Samburu Game Reserve for a day. For details on these activities please contact Ms. Carol Stevens who is planning for the mission trip through: carolstevens100@hotmail.com. The conference website has information on this.
Excursions /Tours
 A visit to the Wycliffe/DOOR Bible Translation and Training Centre for the Deaf located outside Nairobi will be organized for those interested. Safari/tours/excursions to some of the Kenya game reserves and other tourists’ attraction sites will be organized on request. Those interested in the tours and missions to the institutions of the deaf in the country will meet all the related expenses and will be advised on the costs involved once they indicate their interest. 
Social Evenings
The climax of the entire conference will be a special evening dinner at the Carnivore Restaurant to give the delegates an opportunity to enjoy a taste of game meat.  A cultural evening will be organized for delegates to show their countries’ rich heritage. Kenya as a host country will present its offerings of cultural riches in drama, skits, music, or dance and visiting groups which can do so will be offered an opportunity to make presentations. Individuals and groups who wish to make cultural presentations, dances or skits are asked to send their requests to ensure that they are included in the programme. Such requests should describe the presentation. Each presentation should take a maximum of 20 minutes.
Conference Costs
The registration form has been developed and uploaded in the website. It is in two formats: i) online – for those who can duly fill in their details and email it; and ii) a hard copy that can be printed, filled in, either faxed or scanned and emailed to the secretariat. The whole conference will cost USD 700 thus, registration fee is USD 350 - early bird registration for those who will register by 31 December 2012,  and USD 400 for those who will register from 1January 2013. This registration fee covers the following:- i) Conference materials (that includes branded bags and pens, notepads and name tags); ii) Airport transfers (to and fro); iii) Two Dinners ( one at Carnivore and another at the Methodist Guest House on Wednesday and Thursday evenings respectively; iv) Excursions (gate fees and transport) and any other local transport related to the conference.  The accommodation and meals is USD 350 for double occupancy (shared rooms). There is further consultation with the Guest House management to find out how much the day conference package would be. This information and much can be found in the website.
The planning Committee will organize accommodation and board during the period of the Conference.  Participants or their sponsors will meet all the travel, accommodation and up keep and/or any other expenses, including passport and visa(s) costs, country of origin travel related expenses such as vaccinations, luggage insurance or telecommunication costs.

For more clarifications, do contact the Conference Coordinator: jkingori09@gmail.com or disability@methodistchurchkenya.org
